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them in detail. But when the Leader of the Liberal
Opposition (Sir Archibald Sinclair) solemnly states in the
House of Commons that " the most terrible atrocities are
being committed by airmen under General Franco's
orders/7 and that he has information that they "have
dropped chocolate boxes in the streets of Spanish towns,
and when the children have gone to pick them up, the
boxes have exploded in their faces and blown their hands
off,"* one feels that comment is almost unnecessary.

The British public may be gullible, but surely few of
us imagine that Infernal machines can be made to fall
from a height and look like boxes of confectionery after
impact, and not explode, yet explode when a child opens
them. Conceivably they might be sent down by para-
chute, though one would think a child would look with
suspicion on such a contrivance, and even so the question
remains why does Franco employ his Air Force to
mutilate children? When these objections were raised
by the member for Oxford, Sir Archibald Sinclair said
that " he preferred not the hypothetical reasoning of Mr.
Hogg, but the actual statement of the two ladies who had
gone out to Spain, worked there, and had given their
stories in public, and the Duke of Atholl, who had a
name of honour and had made the statement in a letter
to the public Press. That was his evidence and he stood
by it." We must leave Sir Archibald standing.

Living was very cheap in Nationalist Spain during my
visits to the war zones. In crowded Salamanca eggs were
i id. a dozen, and beef is. a pound. A dish of cuttlefish
stewed in its own ink (a delicacy greatly prized by
Spaniards, which tastes to me like rubber) cost is. In

* The Times Parliamentary Report, March ist, 1939.